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H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  B O O K
 
We have three recommended ways for engaging with Now You Are 
God’s People: dig in, go deeper, and deeper still. 

 D I G  I N 

If you are in a study group, join your group weekly to enjoy 
conversation, discuss the lesson, and talk through the study guide 
questions. If you are doing the study individually, work through the 
study guide questions at your own pace. 

Listen to or watch the teaching each week. The teaching is available 
on Spotify, Apple Podcasts, SoundCloud, and YouTube. You can 
subscribe on any of those platforms or visit christpres.org/group-
resources, where you can find all of the Bible study resources. 
You’ll also receive a weekly email with a link to the teaching. 

 
G O  D E E P E R 

Read weekly Scripture and go through the questions for personal 
application and study to deepen your dive into God’s Word. These 
questions can be completed throughout the week or all in one 
sitting. If you are in a group, your group will discuss some of these 
questions each week.

Read the Application Summary. 

 
D E E P E R  S T I L L 

We recommend the book 1&2 Peter by R.C. Sproul as a companion 
to your study.
 

B O N U S :  1 + 2  P E T E R  P L A Y L I S T

We’ve made a playlist of worship songs that reference 
1+2 Peter or capture key themes you’ll find during this 
study. Listen along as you study or throughout your day 
to help these important truths stick in your heart and head. 
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N O W  Y O U  A R E  G O D ’ S  P E O P L E

A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N
 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. - 1 Peter 2:9–10

Now You Are God’s People is an 8-week study of 1+2 Peter, looking 
through the lens of what it means to be the called people of God. When 
God calls, he transforms and equips. This is a study of Peter’s own 
calling, transformation, and ministry through the lens of his letters to 
believers encouraging them on their own journey of being the people 
of God. 

The Apostle Peter, one of the most fascinating characters of the New 
Testament. Peter the impetuous; Peter the bold; the one at Caesarea 
Philippi who made the great confession “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God” (Matt 6:16); the big fisherman who gave his life for being a 
fisher of men … This is the same Peter who said he would follow Jesus to the 
death, and when Jesus told him that he would deny Him three times, Peter 
protested with all his might, only to prove Jesus’ prophecy accurately.  
This was the one who vacillated but nevertheless, over the course of the 
early church history, did become the rock, a leader who remained faithful 
to Jesus until his death. - R.C. Sproul 
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W E E K  O N E  
A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  P E T E R

John 1:35–42; Matthew 16:13–20; Matthew 17: 1–8; Luke 22:54–62; 
John 21:15–23; Acts 2:29–42

Read the following passages as a narrative story about the life and 
ministry of Peter. Ask the Holy Spirit to draw your attention to what God 
would have you see and jot down what comes to mind in the Notes 
section (below the Scripture).

 
J E S U S  C A L L S  T H E  F I R S T  D I S C I P L E S 
J O H N  1 : 3 5 – 4 2

The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and 
he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are 
you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and you will see.” 
So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with 
him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two who heard 
John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He 
first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 
Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked 
at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter).

8



P E T E R  C O N F E S S E S  J E S U S  A S  T H E  C H R I S T 
M A T T H E W  16 : 13 – 2 0

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they 
said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah 
or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! 
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is 
in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one 
that he was the Christ.

 
 
T H E  T R A N S F I G U R A T I O N 
M A T T H E W  17 : 1 – 8

After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of 
James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was 
transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is 
good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for 
you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  While he was still speaking, 
a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is 
my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” When 
the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. But 
Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 
When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.
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J E S U S  F O R E T E L L S  P E T E R ’ S  D E N I A L 
L U K E  2 2 : 31 – 3 4 ;  5 4 – 6 2

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might 
sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not 
fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” Peter 
said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to 
death.” Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, 
until you deny three times that you know me.”

 
 
P E T E R  D E N I E S  J E S U S

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high 
priest’s house, and Peter was following at a distance. And when they 
had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, 
Peter sat down among them. Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat 
in the light and looking closely at him, said, “This man also was with 
him.” But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” And a 
little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” 
But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” And after an interval of about an hour 
still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for 
he too is a Galilean.” But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you 
are talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the 
rooster crowed. And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter 
remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before 
the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” And he went 
out and wept bitterly.

 
J E S U S  A N D  P E T E R  ( A F T E R  T H E  R E S U R R E C T I O N )  
J O H N  21 : 15 – 2 3

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 
He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, 
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“Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, 
“Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; 
you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself 
and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch 
out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you 
do not want to go.” (This he said to show by what kind of death he was 
to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”

 
P E T E R ’ S  S E R M O N  A T  P E N T E C O S T 
A C T S  2 : 2 9 – 41

Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David 
that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 
Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an 
oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, he 
foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not 
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God 
raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the 
right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and 
hearing. For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 
“‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I make your 
enemies your footstool.”’ Let all the house of Israel therefore know for 
certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom 
you crucified.” Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, 
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we 
do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for 
your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our 
God calls to himself.” And with many other words he bore witness and 
continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation.” So those who received his word were baptized, and there 
were added that day about three thousand souls.



N O T E S

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL STUDY + REFLECTION

1. What themes do you see in Peter’s life? 

2. What surprised you about Peter when you read his story in this way?
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3. How do you think Peter’s story and relationship with Jesus equipped 
him to minister and spread the gospel? 

4. Spend a few minutes thinking about your own story of coming to 
know Jesus and reflect on how it has equipped you to uniquely minister 
in the places you live, work, and play. If you don’t know Jesus, spend 
some time reflecting on how and by whom you have been invited into 
this study. What about their life or friendship brought you here?
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A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y

Peter is one of the most compelling characters in the New Testament. 
His journey mirrors that of our own in so many ways. He alternates 
between being completely on fire for Jesus and denying Him in 
fear. Jesus loved Peter and called him to a life he never would have 
expected, being the rock—affirmed by his confession—on which the 
Church would be built. A sinful, weary, imperfect man whom Jesus 
loved and called to life; Peter’s life reflects the themes of his two letters: 
calling and election, perseverance in suffering, clinging to eternal 
hope, and living a transformed life. Peter’s life fulfills the promise “now 
you are God’s people,” and ours does too. 

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N

1. Did any questions from this week or parts of Peter’s story stand out 
to you that you want to discuss with the group?

2. Are there aspects of Peter’s life that you can relate to? Does that 
encourage you?

3. How can we help each other more fully live into the promise that we 
are God’s people?
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W E E K  T W O  
T H E  H O P E  O F  C H R I S T

1 Peter 1:1–2:10

Read through both versions of these passages several times, noting 
words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would have you see and jot down 
what comes to mind in the Notes section (below the Scripture).

 
1  P E T E R  1 : 1 – 2 : 1 0  ( E S V )

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of 
the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  
2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification 
of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his  
blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 3 Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who 
by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a 
little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so 
that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise 
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you 
have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, 
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled 
with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls.  10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied 
about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully,  
11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating 
when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories.  
12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, 
in the things that have now been announced to you through those who 
preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, 
things into which angels long to look. 13 Therefore, preparing your 
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minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the 
grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As 
obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former 
ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all 
your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 
17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according 
to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time 
of your exile, 18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver 
or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without blemish or spot. 20 He was foreknown before the foundation 
of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of 
you 21 who through him are believers in God, who raised him from 
the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.  
22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 
23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of 
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for “All 
flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass.  The grass 
withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 
And this word is the good news that was preached to you.  2 So put 
away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you 
may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord 
is good.  4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but 
in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living 
stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6 For it stands in Scripture:  “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 
cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not 
be put to shame.” 7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those 
who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become 
the cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 
do.  9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies 
of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
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1  P E T E R  1 : 1 – 2 : 1 0  ( M S G )

I, Peter, am an apostle on assignment by Jesus, the Messiah, writing to 
exiles scattered to the four winds. Not one is missing, not one forgotten. 
God the Father has his eye on each of you, and has determined by 
the work of the Spirit to keep you obedient through the sacrifice of 
Jesus. May everything good from God be yours! 3-5 What a God we 
have! And how fortunate we are to have him, this Father of our Master 
Jesus! Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we’ve been given a 
brand-new life and have everything to live for, including a future in 
heaven—and the future starts now! God is keeping careful watch over 
us and the future. The Day is coming when you’ll have it all—life healed 
and whole. 6-7 I know how great this makes you feel, even though 
you have to put up with every kind of aggravation in the meantime. 
Pure gold put in the fire comes out of it proved pure; genuine faith put 
through this suffering comes out proved genuine. When Jesus wraps 
this all up, it’s your faith, not your gold, that God will have on display 
as evidence of his victory. 8-9 You never saw him, yet you love him. 
You still don’t see him, yet you trust him—with laughter and singing. 
Because you kept on believing, you’ll get what you’re looking forward 
to: total salvation. 10-12 The prophets who told us this was coming 
asked a lot of questions about this gift of life God was preparing. The 
Messiah’s Spirit let them in on some of it—that the Messiah would 
experience suffering, followed by glory. They clamored to know who 
and when. All they were told was that they were serving you, you who 
by orders from heaven have now heard for yourselves—through the 
Holy Spirit—the Message of those prophecies fulfilled. Do you realize 
how fortunate you are? Angels would have given anything to be in 
on this! 13-16 So roll up your sleeves, get your head in the game, be 
totally ready to receive the gift that’s coming when Jesus arrives. Don’t 
lazily slip back into those old grooves of evil, doing just what you feel 
like doing. You didn’t know any better then; you do now. As obedient 
children, let yourselves be pulled into a way of life shaped by God’s 
life, a life energetic and blazing with holiness. God said, “I am holy; 
you be holy.” 17 You call out to God for help and he helps—he’s a 
good Father that way. But don’t forget, he’s also a responsible Father, 
and won’t let you get by with sloppy living. 



18-21 Your life is a journey you must travel with a deep consciousness 
of God. It cost God plenty to get you out of that dead-end, empty-
headed life you grew up in. He paid with Christ’s sacred blood, you 
know. He died like an unblemished, sacrificial lamb. And this was no 
afterthought. Even though it has only lately—at the end of the ages—
become public knowledge, God always knew he was going to do this 
for you. It’s because of this sacrificed Messiah, whom God then raised 
from the dead and glorified, that you trust God, that you know you 
have a future in God. 22-25 Now that you’ve cleaned up your lives 
by following the truth, love one another as if your lives depended on it. 
Your new life is not like your old life. Your old birth came from mortal 
sperm; your new birth comes from God’s living Word. Just think: a life 
conceived by God himself! That’s why the prophet said, The old life is 
a grass life, its beauty as short-lived as wildflowers; Grass dries up, 
flowers wilt, God’s Word goes on and on forever. This is the Word that 
conceived the new life in you. 2 1-3 So clean house! Make a clean 
sweep of malice and pretense, envy and hurtful talk. You’ve had a 
taste of God. Now, like infants at the breast, drink deep of God’s pure 
kindness. Then you’ll grow up mature and whole in God. 4-8 Welcome 
to the living Stone, the source of life. The workmen took one look and 
threw it out; God set it in the place of honor. Present yourselves as 
building stones for the construction of a sanctuary vibrant with life, in 
which you’ll serve as holy priests offering Christ-approved lives up to 
God. The Scriptures provide precedent: Look! I’m setting a stone in 
Zion, a cornerstone in the place of honor. Whoever trusts in this stone 
as a foundation will never have cause to regret it. To you who trust him, 
he’s a Stone to be proud of, but to those who refuse to trust him, The 
stone the workmen threw out is now the chief foundation stone. For the 
untrusting it’s...a stone to trip over, a boulder blocking the way. They 
trip and fall because they refuse to obey, just as predicted. 9-10 But 
you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly 
work, chosen to be a holy people, God’s instruments to do his work 
and speak out for him, to tell others of the night-and-day difference he 
made for you—from nothing to something, from rejected to accepted.

19



20

N O T E S

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL STUDY + REFLECTION

1. How does Peter describe the election of the exiles in verse 2? 
Describe the roles each person of the Trinity (Father, Son, Spirit) play in 
the election of believers. 

2. Peter talks about an inheritance in verse 4. Whose inheritance is it to 
give? Who receives it? How is it described? 

 
Further Reading: Romans 8:17; Galatians 3:18; Ephesians 1:18
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3. The Greek word for “rejoice” in verse 6 is “agalliaō,” which is an 
ancient Greek word that is only used in the Bible. It is used to describe 
the joy of salvation, an unquenchable holy joy in knowing that our future 
is secure in Christ. Why do you think Peter uses this word in a passage 
about suffering? If you are a believer, how have you experienced the 
joy of salvation in your life, particularly during times of trial? 

Further Reading: Luke 1:46–47; Acts 16:34; 1 Peter 4:13;  
Revelation 19:7

Believers who suffer are not dashed to the ground by their troubles. 
They love Jesus Christ and rejoice in him, even though they have never 
seen him and do not see him now. Their lives are characterized by a 
hope that fills the present with love and joy. - Thomas Schreiner

4. Believers experience transformation when God calls them to himself. 
They are reborn to a living hope (v. 3). Becoming God’s people results 
in changes in outward behavior. What directives does Peter give for 
outward behavior in verses 13–15?
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5. List the things believers should “put away” according to 2:1. Define 
them in your own words and make notes about your experiences with 
those actions and attitudes. How have you been affected by these, or 
how have they been a part of your life? 

6. Look up these verses. What do they show you about Peter’s beautiful 
proclamation in 2:9–10? 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession...

Exodus 19:6

Deuteronomy 7:6

Deuteronomy 10:15

Malachi 3:17 

Revelation 1:6
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… that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

Acts 26:18

2 Corinthians 4:6

Ephesians 5:8

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy.

Hosea 1:6, 9

Hosea 2:23

Romans 9:25–26
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A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y

Peter proclaims in chapter 2 verse 10 that believers are now God’s 
people. But what does it mean to be God’s people? Chapters 1 and 
2 of 1 Peter answer this question and unlock the key themes for both 
of Peter’s letters. What does it mean to be God’s people? You are 
transformed, from darkness to light, from no mercy to mercy. You have 
an eternal, unshakeable hope, no matter your circumstances, in the 
promised return of Jesus and the new heavens and new earth. You live 
a holy life, marked by the characteristics of Christ. And you love each 
other. 

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N

1. Did any questions from this week stand out to you that you want to 
discuss with the group?

2. In the beginning of Peter’s letter, he reminds his readers of the 
greatness of salvation. How does understanding and appreciating our 
salvation help us live the Christian life?

3. If you feel comfortable, share about a difficult time or trial in your 
life. How did you see the Lord at work during that time?





W E E K  T H R E E  
R I G H T L Y  O R D E R E D  S U B M I S S I O N

1 Peter 2:11–3:7

Read through both versions of these passages several times, noting 
words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would have you see and jot down 
what comes to mind in the Notes section (below the Scripture).

1  P E T E R  2 : 11 – 3 : 7  ( E S V )

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your 
conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against 
you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on 
the day of visitation.13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human 
institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors 
as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do 
good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are 
free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants 
of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor 
the emperor. 18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, 
not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 19 For this is 
a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while 
suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten 
for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, 
this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have been 
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so 
that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was 
deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in 
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting 
himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body 
on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 
wounds you have been healed. 
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25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 3:1 Likewise, wives, be subject 
to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they 
may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they 
see your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not let your adorning be 
external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the 
clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the 
heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in 
God’s sight is very precious. 5 For this is how the holy women who hoped 
in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands,  
6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, 
if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. 7 Likewise, 
husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor 
to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the 
grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.
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1  P E T E R  2 : 11 – 3 : 7  ( M S G )

11-12 Friends, this world is not your home, so don’t make yourselves 
cozy in it. Don’t indulge your ego at the expense of your soul. Live an 
exemplary life in your neighborhood so that your actions will refute 
their prejudices. Then they’ll be won over to God’s side and be there to 
join in the celebration when he arrives. 13-17 Make the Master proud 
of you by being good citizens. Respect the authorities, whatever their 
level; they are God’s emissaries for keeping order. It is God’s will that 
by doing good, you might cure the ignorance of the fools who think 
you’re a danger to society. Exercise your freedom by serving God, 
not by breaking the rules. Treat everyone you meet with dignity. Love 
your spiritual family. Revere God. Respect the government. 18-20 You 
who are servants, be good servants to your masters—not just to good 
masters, but also to bad ones. What counts is that you put up with it for 
God’s sake when you’re treated badly for no good reason. There’s no 
particular virtue in accepting punishment that you well deserve. But if 
you’re treated badly for good behavior and continue in spite of it to 
be a good servant, that is what counts with God. 21-25 This is the kind 
of life you’ve been invited into, the kind of life Christ lived. He suffered 
everything that came his way so you would know that it could be done, 
and also know how to do it, step-by-step. He never did one thing wrong, 
Not once said anything amiss. They called him every name in the book 
and he said nothing back. He suffered in silence, content to let God set 
things right. He used his servant body to carry our sins to the Cross so we 
could be rid of sin, free to live the right way. His wounds became your 
healing. You were lost sheep with no idea who you were or where you 
were going. Now you’re named and kept for good by the Shepherd of 
your souls. 3 1-4 The same goes for you wives: Be good wives to your 
husbands, responsive to their needs. There are husbands who, indifferent 
as they are to any words about God, will be captivated by your life of 
holy beauty. What matters is not your outer appearance—the styling of 
your hair, the jewelry you wear, the cut of your clothes—but your inner 
disposition. 4-6 Cultivate inner beauty, the gentle, gracious kind that 
God delights in. The holy women of old were beautiful before God that 
way, and were good, loyal wives to their husbands. Sarah, for instance, 
taking care of Abraham, would address him as “my dear husband.”
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You’ll be true daughters of Sarah if you do the same, unanxious and 
unintimidated. 7 The same goes for you husbands: Be good husbands 
to your wives. Honor them, delight in them. As women they lack some of 
your advantages. But in the new life of God’s grace, you’re equals. Treat 
your wives, then, as equals so your prayers don’t run aground.

N O T E S
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QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL STUDY + REFLECTION

1. Beginning in 2:11, Peter exhorts the believers with ways to live in the 
world where they are “sojourners and exiles.” What does he mean by 
those descriptions? Do you think believers today still live as “sojourners 
and exiles”? 

 
 

Further reading: Ephesians 2:19; Hebrews 11:13

2. Peter frames the following passage about submission with statements 
in 2:12 and 2:15. What does his goal seem to be for encouraging 
believers to act in honorable ways toward others?  How do those 
verses help you interpret and understand the rest of the section?

 

Peter was confident that some unbelievers will be saved when they 
notice the godliness of believers. The unbelievers may revile Christians, 
but as they notice the goodness in their lives, some will repent and be 
saved, and as a result of their salvation God will be glorified. - Thomas 
Schreiner

3. Reflect on the quotation from Thomas Schreiner above. What are 
ways that you have seen the goodness of the Lord in the lives of 
believers that have drawn you closer to Him? What are some ways of 
living that you would like to cultivate in your life to show nonbelievers 
the beauty of Jesus?



4. What four instructions does Peter give in verse 17 and how can you 
apply those in your life? 

5. Read Isaiah 53:6–12. Compare and contrast those verses with 1 
Peter 2:21–25. 

6. How did you react when you read 3:1–7 in both the ESV and the 
Message? Take a few moments to honestly assess your posture and 
response toward these verses. Evaluate them in light of what Peter 
says in verse 1, “that even if some do not obey the word, they may 
be won without a word by the conduct of their wives.” Look up some 
other uses of the same word for “submit” (or be subject to) in the New 
Testament and make notes: Luke 2:51; Titus 3:1; 1 Corinthians 15:27;  
Ephesians 1:22; Hebrews 12:9. 
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A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y

This passage begins Peter’s explanation to believers how they should 
live as God’s people in relation to those who are not God’s people. 
He calls believers “sojourners and exiles,” and gives them specific 
instructions on how to live inside cultural and social constructs in the 
Roman world. The principles apply to modern readers as well, because 
though our institutions differ, our call to live holy lives stands. One way 
Peter discusses this is through submission: to human institutions, of 
servants to masters, of wives to husbands. However, Peter assures us 
through many phrases and statements that our ultimate responsibility is 
to live as God’s people and honor him first. This doesn’t mean we obey 
authorities or people when they demand us to break God’s laws. Peter 
is encouraging all believers to live in ways that honor God and inspire 
others to follow Jesus. 

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N

1. Did any questions from this week stand out to you that you want to 
discuss with the group?

2. How do you relate to being a “sojourner and exile”? 

3. What, if anything, do you find difficult about reading about 
submission and authority in the text?

4. How can we help each other cultivate our inner life in Christ so that 
we can be a light to the world?
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W E E K  F O U R  
W H E N  Y O U  S U F F E R

1 Peter 3:8-4:19

Read through both versions of these passages several times, noting 
words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would have you see and jot down 
what comes to mind in the Notes section (below the Scripture).

1  P E T E R  3 : 8 - 4 : 19  ( E S V )

Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender 
heart, and a humble mind. 9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for 
reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you 
may obtain a blessing. 10 For “Whoever desires to love life  and see 
good days,  let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking 
deceit;  11 let him turn away from evil and do good;  let him seek peace 
and pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his 
ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those 
who do evil.” 13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for 
what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, 
you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your 
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so 
that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in 
Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 
that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered 
once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in 
which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they 
formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, 
were brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to 
this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 



35

Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 
with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 
4:1 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the 
same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased 
from sin, 2 so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer 
for human passions but for the will of God. 3 For the time that is past 
suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, 
passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry.  
4 With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in 
the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; 5 but they will give 
account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For 
this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that 
though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the 
spirit the way God does. 7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be 
self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above 
all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of 
sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 As each 
has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God’s varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles 
of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 
supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you 
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But 
rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice 
and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or 
an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let 
him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17 For it is 
time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with 
us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of 
God? 18 And  “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of 
the ungodly and the sinner?” 19 Therefore let those who suffer according 
to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.
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1  P E T E R  3 : 8 - 4 : 19  ( M S G )

8-12 Summing up: Be agreeable, be sympathetic, be loving, be 
compassionate, be humble. That goes for all of you, no exceptions. No 
retaliation. No sharp-tongued sarcasm. Instead, bless—that’s your job, 
to bless. You’ll be a blessing and also get a blessing. Whoever wants 
to embrace life and see the day fill up with good, Here’s what you do: 
Say nothing evil or hurtful; Snub evil and cultivate good; run after peace 
for all you’re worth. God looks on all this with approval,listening and 
responding well to what he’s asked; But he turns his back on those who do 
evil things. 13-18 If with heart and soul you’re doing good, do you think 
you can be stopped? Even if you suffer for it, you’re still better off. Don’t 
give the opposition a second thought. Through thick and thin, keep your 
hearts at attention, in adoration before Christ, your Master. Be ready to 
speak up and tell anyone who asks why you’re living the way you are, 
and always with the utmost courtesy. Keep a clear conscience before 
God so that when people throw mud at you, none of it will stick. They’ll 
end up realizing that they’re the ones who need a bath. It’s better to suffer 
for doing good, if that’s what God wants, than to be punished for doing 
bad. That’s what Christ did definitively: suffered because of others’ sins, 
the Righteous One for the unrighteous ones. He went through it all—was 
put to death and then made alive—to bring us to God. 19-22 He went 
and proclaimed God’s salvation to earlier generations who ended up 
in the prison of judgment because they wouldn’t listen. You know, even 
though God waited patiently all the days that Noah built his ship, only 
a few were saved then, eight to be exact—saved from the water by the 
water. The waters of baptism do that for you, not by washing away dirt 
from your skin but by presenting you through Jesus’ resurrection before 
God with a clear conscience. Jesus has the last word on everything and 
everyone, from angels to armies. He’s standing right alongside God, and 
what he says goes. 4 1-2 Since Jesus went through everything you’re 
going through and more, learn to think like him. Think of your sufferings 
as a weaning from that old sinful habit of always expecting to get your 
own way. Then you’ll be able to live out your days free to pursue what 
God wants instead of being tyrannized by what you want.



3-5 You’ve already put in your time in that God-ignorant way of life, 
partying night after night, a drunken and profligate life. Now it’s time to 
be done with it for good. Of course, your old friends don’t understand 
why you don’t join in with the old gang anymore. But you don’t have 
to give an account to them. They’re the ones who will be called on 
the carpet—and before God himself. 6 Listen to the Message. It was 
preached to those believers who are now dead, and yet even though 
they died (just as all people must), they will still get in on the life that 
God has given in Jesus. 7-11 Everything in the world is about to be 
wrapped up, so take nothing for granted. Stay wide-awake in prayer. 
Most of all, love each other as if your life depended on it. Love makes 
up for practically anything. Be quick to give a meal to the hungry, a 
bed to the homeless—cheerfully. Be generous with the different things 
God gave you, passing them around so all get in on it: if words, let it be 
God’s words; if help, let it be God’s hearty help. That way, God’s bright 
presence will be evident in everything through Jesus, and he’ll get all 
the credit as the One mighty in everything—encores to the end of time. 
Oh, yes! 12-13 Friends, when life gets really difficult, don’t jump to the 
conclusion that God isn’t on the job. Instead, be glad that you are in the 
very thick of what Christ experienced. This is a spiritual refining process, 
with glory just around the corner. 14-16 If you’re abused because of 
Christ, count yourself fortunate. It’s the Spirit of God and his glory in you 
that brought you to the notice of others. If they’re on you because you 
broke the law or disturbed the peace, that’s a different matter. But if it’s 
because you’re a Christian, don’t give it a second thought. Be proud 
of the distinguished status reflected in that name! 17-19 It’s judgment 
time for God’s own family. We’re first in line. If it starts with us, think 
what it’s going to be like for those who refuse God’s Message! If good 
people barely make it, What’s in store for the bad? So if you find life 
difficult because you’re doing what God said, take it in stride. Trust him. 
He knows what he’s doing, and he’ll keep on doing it.
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N O T E S

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL STUDY + REFLECTION

1. When we suffer for doing good, how does this unite us to Christ? 
How is this a comfort?

Further reading: John 15:19-20, Romans 6:4-6

2. After reminding us that God’s eyes are on the righteous (3:12), Peter 
says our baptism is an appeal to God for a good conscience. What do 
you think that means?

Further Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:30



39

3. What does verse 4:1 mean when it says, “...[W]hoever has suffered 
in the flesh has ceased from sin...”?

4. Peter says trials are a test and blessing. What do those two things 
mean? Think of a time you have experienced trials. Have you felt them 
to be a test and a blessing? In what ways?

Further reading: Matthew 5:9-12 , James 1:2-4

5. If Peter says it is better to suffer for doing good than evil, does that 
mean that consequences of our sin are not the blessing that he refers 
to in v. 3:9 or 4:14? Is it important to discern the difference? How do 
you do that?

 

6. In light of the last question, does the gentleness and respect that 
Peter expects in our answers take on more weight?

 

7. Does anything about your environment today pressure you to feel 
ashamed of your suffering? What does Peter think of this?
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A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y

On the night Jesus was betrayed, Peter armed himself with a sword. 
He cut a man’s ear off before Jesus stopped him. In his writing, with the 
passing of time and the work of the Spirit in his life, Peter teaches the 
Church to respond to suffering differently than he did that night. Christ 
suffered for his goodness and his suffering was designed to intimidate 
his followers. Peter got that message loud and clear. In the same night 
that he drew the sword, he fell away and denied Jesus. The intimidation 
of Roman crucifixion worked, and almost all of Jesus’ followers fled 
and hid. If believers suffer for their goodness in the same way, it may 
mean that the spiritual powers we struggle against want to suppress 
goodness the same way they tried to suppress Christ. Peter encourages 
us not to fall away as he did. The man who armed himself with a sword, 
now urges us to arm ourselves with a thought: that we live for God, and 
our past is behind us; just like Christ we live in the Spirit now. Do not fall 
away from doing good, but trust your Creator who has shared in your 
suffering. Instead of conflict, Peter teaches us to respond in respect and 
gentleness. The man who denied Jesus three times, found, in Christ, the 
faith and courage to face his own crucifixion in Rome for his preaching 
of the Gospel.

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N

1. Did any questions from this week stand out to you that you want to 
discuss with the group?

2.How has a time of suffering drawn you closer to Jesus? How does 
Jesus’ suffering encourage or affect you when going through trials?

3. How can we love one another and show grace to one another this 
week?
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W E E K  F I V E  
W I T H  H U M I L I T Y

1 Peter 5

Read through both versions of these passages several times, noting 
words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would have you see and jot down 
what comes to mind in the Notes section (below the Scripture).

1  P E T E R  5  ( E S V )

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of 
the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to 
be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; 
not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your 
charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 Likewise, you 
who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, 
with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all 
your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; 
be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that 
the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 
throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the 
God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother as 
I regard him, I have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that 
this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it. 13 She who is at Babylon, 
who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so does Mark, my son. 
14 Greet one another with the kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are 
in Christ. 



1  P E T E R  5  ( M S G ) 

1-3 I have a special concern for you church leaders. I know what 
it’s like to be a leader, in on Christ’s sufferings as well as the coming 
glory. Here’s my concern: that you care for God’s flock with all the 
diligence of a shepherd. Not because you have to, but because you 
want to please God. Not calculating what you can get out of it, but 
acting spontaneously. Not bossily telling others what to do, but tenderly 
showing them the way. 4-5 When God, who is the best shepherd of all, 
comes out in the open with his rule, he’ll see that you’ve done it right 
and commend you lavishly. And you who are younger must follow your 
leaders. But all of you, leaders and followers alike, are to be down to 
earth with each other, for—God has had it with the proud, But takes 
delight in just plain people. 6-7 So be content with who you are, and 
don’t put on airs. God’s strong hand is on you; he’ll promote you at 
the right time. Live carefree before God; he is most careful with you. 
8-11 Keep a cool head. Stay alert. The Devil is poised to pounce, and 
would like nothing better than to catch you napping. Keep your guard 
up. You’re not the only ones plunged into these hard times. It’s the same 
with Christians all over the world. So keep a firm grip on the faith. The 
suffering won’t last forever. It won’t be long before this generous God 
who has great plans for us in Christ—eternal and glorious plans they 
are!—will have you put together and on your feet for good. He gets the 
last word; yes, he does. 12 I’m sending this brief letter to you by Silas, a 
most dependable brother. I have the highest regard for him. I’ve written 
as urgently and accurately as I know how. This is God’s generous truth; 
embrace it with both arms! 13-14 The church in exile here with me—but 
not for a moment forgotten by God—wants to be remembered to you. 
Mark, who is like a son to me, says hello. Give holy hugs all around! 
Peace to you—to all who walk in Christ’s ways.
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N O T E S

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL STUDY + REFLECTION

1. What basis does Peter use to exhort the Church at the beginning of 
this chapter? Are they his qualifications or Christ’s?

Further Reading: John 10:11-18

2. To what does Peter suggest for the Church to look forward? How do 
you practice that anticipation in your life?
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3. What strengths and encouragements does Peter offer to believers 
who are doing the work of God’s Kingdom here?

4. What practical ways can you adopt this humility in your own 
participation with the Church? What responsibilities and expectations 
does this put on your Church’s leadership? 

5. Does anything in this passage change your expectations for your 
leaders, or the way you lead?
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A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y

Peter was an Apostle, one of Christ’s twelve disciples, he was the 
Church’s first pastor at Pentecost, he brought the Gospel to the gentiles 
before Paul. And yet, he does not appeal to any of this as he concludes 
his letter. He exhorts the churches as a fellow elder and witness, and as 
one who will share with all the Church in God’s glory.

Peter gives advice on Church leadership and Christian community. He’s 
not a stranger to conflicts. He has had to practice this humility himself.  
He had to accept the correction of Paul in Antioch (Galatians 2:11-13).

For all this, understanding humility does not come from looking at 
Peter and seeing all these ways he was humble—as if it was not an 
oxymoron to draw attention to the most humble person. Instead, our 
humility is grounded in God. His grace on us is not earned and should 
humble us all.  The Church does not exist because Peter preached its 
first sermon at Pentecost. The whole Church exists as God’s gift to us. 
We can take heart too, that even when we fail the Church, God will 
not. His Kingdom with triumph and his Bride will receive the unfading 
crown of glory.

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N

1. Did any questions from this week stand out to you that you want to 
discuss with the group?

 
 
2. What does it look like to clothe yourself with humility toward others? 
How can we do this on a regular basis?

 
 
3. What are some anxieties or cares that you can cast on God in prayer 
this week? How can we pray for each other in those things?
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W E E K  S I X  
T H E  Q U A L I T I E S  O F  C H R I S T

2 Peter 1

Read through both versions of these passages several times, noting 
words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would have you see and jot down 
what comes to mind in the Notes section (below the Scripture).

2  P E T E R  1  ( E S V )

Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have 
obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our 
God and Savior Jesus Christ: 2 May grace and peace be multiplied to 
you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 3 His divine power 
has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by 
which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that 
through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 
5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with 
virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, 
and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness,  
7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with 
love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep 
you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that 
he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 
10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling 
and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.  
11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into 
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 12 Therefore I 
intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them 
and are established in the truth that you have. 13 I think it right, as long 
as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder,



14 since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord 
Jesus Christ made clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort so that 
after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.  
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known 
to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he received honor and glory 
from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic 
Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we 
ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with 
him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have the prophetic word more 
fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises 
in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 
comes from someone’s own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever 
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.
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2  P E T E R  1  ( M S G )

1 1-2 I, Simon Peter, am a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ. I write 
this to you whose experience with God is as life-changing as ours, 
all due to our God’s straight dealing and the intervention of our God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. Grace and peace to you many times over 
as you deepen in your experience with God and Jesus, our Master.  
3-4 Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has been 
miraculously given to us by getting to know, personally and intimately, 
the One who invited us to God. The best invitation we ever received! 
We were also given absolutely terrific promises to pass on to you—your 
tickets to participation in the life of God after you turned your back on a 
world corrupted by lust. 5-9 So don’t lose a minute in building on what 
you’ve been given, complementing your basic faith with good character, 
spiritual understanding, alert discipline, passionate patience, reverent 
wonder, warm friendliness, and generous love, each dimension fitting 
into and developing the others. With these qualities active and growing 
in your lives, no grass will grow under your feet, no day will pass without 
its reward as you mature in your experience of our Master Jesus. Without 
these qualities you can’t see what’s right before you, oblivious that your 
old sinful life has been wiped off the books. 10-11 So, friends, confirm 
God’s invitation to you, his choice of you. Don’t put it off; do it now. Do 
this, and you’ll have your life on a firm footing, the streets paved and the 
way wide open into the eternal kingdom of our Master and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 12-15 Because the stakes are so high, even though you’re up-to-
date on all this truth and practice it inside and out, I’m not going to let up 
for a minute in calling you to attention before it. This is the post to which 
I’ve been assigned—keeping you alert with frequent reminders—and I’m 
sticking to it as long as I live. I know that I’m to die soon; the Master has 
made that quite clear to me. And so I am especially eager that you have 
all this down in black and white so that after I die, you’ll have it for ready 
reference. 16-18 We weren’t, you know, just wishing on a star when 
we laid the facts out before you regarding the powerful return of our 
Master, Jesus Christ. We were there for the preview! We saw it with our 
own eyes: Jesus resplendent with light from God the Father as the voice 
of Majestic Glory spoke: “This is my Son, marked by my love, focus of 
all my delight.” We were there on the holy mountain with him. We heard 
the voice out of heaven with our very own ears.



19-21 We couldn’t be more sure of what we saw and heard—God’s 
glory, God’s voice. The prophetic Word was confirmed to us. You’ll do 
well to keep focusing on it. It’s the one light you have in a dark time as 
you wait for daybreak and the rising of the Morning Star in your hearts. 
The main thing to keep in mind here is that no prophecy of Scripture 
is a matter of private opinion. And why? Because it’s not something 
concocted in the human heart. Prophecy resulted when the Holy Spirit 
prompted men and women to speak God’s Word.

N O T E S
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QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL STUDY + REFLECTION

1. Who is Peter’s audience in this letter? 

Further reading: Romans 3:21–26; 2 Corinthians 4:13

2. How do we receive the knowledge of God (v. 3–4)? 

Further reading: Ephesians 1:16–18; Romans 8:28–30

3. Define these words from verse 5–7 in your own terms. Make notes 
on your personal experience and goals for “making every effort” to 
cultivate these qualities.

Faith

Virtue

Knowledge

Self-Control

Steadfastness

Godliness

Brotherly Affection

Love
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4. What are some other qualities of Christ that we are called to pursue 
in our own lives? Look at Galatians 5:22–23, Colossians 3:12–15, 
and James 1. 

5. In verse 10, Peter says to “confirm your calling and election.” 
How can we do that? What questions do you have about election  
(the doctrine that God chooses those whom he saves). If we can do 
nothing to assure our election (Ephesians 1:4–5; Romans 8:28–30; 
John 6:44) how can we confirm it?

 
 
 
Election comes from God alone–but man’s behavior is the proof or 
disproof of it. … Christian calling and Christian living go together. 

- Michael P. Green

6. Summarize verses 16–21 in your own words. How does Peter 
confirm the authority of Scripture in these verses?
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A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y

In 2 Peter 1, Peter writes with the urgency of a man who knows his 
time on earth is almost done and he wants to remind the people of the 
beauty and goodness of life in Jesus. In this passage, he answers the 
question “how do we live as God’s people with the qualities of Christ?” 
Peter does this in two ways: first, he describes who God’s people are–
those who God called to himself and obtained faith through Christ’s 
righteousness, which becomes ours when we believe. Next, Peter 
encourages believers to confirm their calling. This doesn’t mean we 
can add anything to Christ’s work in order to save us, but it means that 
we can live as people who know Jesus. It means the fruit of our lives 
matches the calling God placed on our hearts to be his people. We 
live as God’s people because we are God’s people. Peter closes this 
chapter with a brief discourse on the authority of Scripture, because he 
wants people to know that he’s not making it up. He saw Jesus, knew 
Jesus, loved Jesus, was loved by Jesus, and gave his whole life to Jesus, 
because Scripture is true. We are called to the same thing.

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N

1. Did any questions from this week stand out to you that you want to 
discuss with the group?

 
2. Think of one way this week that you can make every effort to grow 
in the qualities that Peter lists in vs. 5-7.

 
3. As Christians, we do not work for our salvation, but we are called to 
work out our salvation in response to the love of Christ. How does the 
love of our Savior compel you to work out your salvation for His glory?
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W E E K  S E V E N  
F A L S E  P R O P H E T S

2 Peter 2

Read through both versions of these passages several times, noting 
words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would have you see and jot down 
what comes to mind in the Notes section (below the Scripture).

2  P E T E R  2  ( E S V )

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be 
false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, 
even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves 
swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their sensuality, and because of 
them the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 And in their greed they will 
exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not 
idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 4 For if God did not spare angels 
when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains 
of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; 5 if he did not spare 
the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with 
seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;  
6 if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned 
them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen 
to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the 
sensual conduct of the wicked 8 (for as that righteous man lived among 
them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless 
deeds that he saw and heard); 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the 
godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until 
the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge in the lust 
of defiling passion and despise authority. Bold and willful, they do not 
tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones, 11 whereas angels, though 
greater in might and power, do not pronounce a blasphemous judgment 
against them before the Lord.



12 But these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be 
caught and destroyed, blaspheming about matters of which they are 
ignorant, will also be destroyed in their destruction, 13 suffering wrong 
as the wage for their wrongdoing. They count it pleasure to revel in the 
daytime. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, while 
they feast with you. 14 They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. 
They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed 
children! 15 Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have 
followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from 
wrongdoing, 16 but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless 
donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet’s madness. 
17 These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the 
gloom of utter darkness has been reserved. 18 For, speaking loud boasts 
of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely 
escaping from those who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, 
but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes 
a person, to that he is enslaved. 20 For if, after they have escaped the 
defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last 
state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it would have been 
better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after 
knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. 
22 What the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog returns 
to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in 
the mire.”
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2  P E T E R  2  ( M S G )

But there were also lying prophets among the people then, just as there 
will be lying religious teachers among you. They’ll smuggle in destructive 
divisions, pitting you against each other—biting the hand of the One 
who gave them a chance to have their lives back! They’ve put themselves 
on a fast downhill slide to destruction, but not before they recruit a crowd 
of mixed-up followers who can’t tell right from wrong. 2-3 They give 
the way of truth a bad name. They’re only out for themselves. They’ll 
say anything, anything, that sounds good to exploit you. They won’t, of 
course, get by with it. They’ll come to a bad end, for God has never just 
stood by and let that kind of thing go on. 4-5 God didn’t let the rebel 
angels off the hook, but jailed them in hell till Judgment Day. Neither 
did he let the ancient ungodly world off. He wiped it out with a flood, 
rescuing only eight people—Noah, the sole voice of righteousness, was 
one of them. 6-8 God decreed destruction for the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. A mound of ashes was all that was left—grim warning to 
anyone bent on an ungodly life. But that good man Lot, driven nearly out 
of his mind by the sexual filth and perversity, was rescued. Surrounded 
by moral rot day after day after day, that righteous man was in constant 
torment. 9 So God knows how to rescue the godly from evil trials. And 
he knows how to hold the feet of the wicked to the fire until Judgment 
Day. 10-11 God is especially incensed against these “teachers” who 
live by lust, addicted to a filthy existence. They despise interference 
from true authority, preferring to indulge in self-rule. Insolent egotists, 
they don’t hesitate to speak evil against the most splendid of creatures. 
Even angels, their superiors in every way, wouldn’t think of throwing 
their weight around like that, trying to slander others before God.  
12-14 These people are nothing but brute beasts, born in the wild, 
predators on the prowl. In the very act of bringing down others with their 
ignorant blasphemies, they themselves will be brought down, losers in 
the end. Their evil will boomerang on them. They’re so despicable and 
addicted to pleasure that they indulge in wild parties, carousing in broad 
daylight. They’re obsessed with adultery, compulsive in sin, seducing 
every vulnerable soul they come upon. Their specialty is greed, and 
they’re experts at it. Dead souls!



15-16 They’ve left the main road and are directionless, having taken 
the way of Balaam, son of Beor, the prophet who turned profiteer, a 
connoisseur of evil. But Balaam was stopped in his wayward tracks: 
A dumb animal spoke in a human voice and prevented the prophet’s 
craziness. 17-19 There’s nothing to these people—they’re dried-up 
fountains, storm-scattered clouds, headed for a black hole in hell. They 
are loudmouths, full of hot air, but still they’re dangerous. Men and women 
who have recently escaped from a deviant life are most susceptible 
to their brand of seduction. They promise these newcomers freedom, 
but they themselves are slaves of corruption, for if they’re addicted to 
corruption—and they are—they’re enslaved. 20-22 If they’ve escaped 
from the slum of sin by experiencing our Master and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
and then slid back into that same old life again, they’re worse than if they 
had never left. Better not to have started out on the straight road to God 
than to start out and then turn back, repudiating the experience and the 
holy command. They prove the point of the proverbs, “A dog goes back 
to its own vomit” and “A scrubbed-up pig heads for the mud.”

N O T E S
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QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL STUDY + REFLECTION

1. When Peter writes “even denying the Master who bought them,” 
who and what does this refer to? Who is “them” and what does this 
phrase reveal about them? 

Further reading: Mark 10:45; 1 Corinthians 6:20; 1 Timothy 2:6

2. Contrast 2 Peter 1:19–21 with 2 Peter 2:1–3. Who does Peter 
describe in the former? The latter? What is different about the messages 
of the two groups described? 

3. What two sinful patterns does Peter ascribe to the false teachers in 
verses 2 and 3? 

Further reading: Romans 13:13; 1 Corinthians 5:11;  

2 Corinthians 12:21; 1 Timothy 6:10
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4. What Old Testament examples does Peter use in verses 5–9? What 
happens in each, and what point does Peter make through those 
examples?

 
 

5. How are the false teachers described in verses 10–15? Make a list 
of the words used. What experiences have you had with people who 
live like this? (Keep in mind that a false teacher doesn’t have to be a 
“teacher,” but anyone you know or follow online who has influence.) 

 

6. Peter talks extensively about the motivations of greed and sexual 
liberation for false teachers, and warns the people of God. Why do 
you think Peter focuses on those two motivations? How do you think 
those motivations are still at play in today’s culture? What impact do 
they have on today’s Church?
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A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y

Peter’s concern in this chapter is abundantly clear: he warns against 
false teachers, particularly those who are motivated by sensuality and 
greed. Paul often echoes those same concerns. As modern readers, we 
can be tempted by the same types of teachers. Reading 2 Peter 2 on 
its own is a terrifying warning about how people motivated by money 
and sex (among other things) can prey on those who belong to Jesus. 
But when we reflect back on 2 Peter 1, we are reminded that God 
has called us, redeemed us, and secured our faith and future through 
the work of Christ Jesus. We have nothing to fear. We should be on 
guard, but not afraid. We should be filters, not sponges. And we should 
pray carefully about the people, celebrities, Internet influencers, and 
friends from whom we seek counsel and wisdom. How do we live as 
God’s people in the face of false teachers? We are, by our knowledge 
of Scripture and the guiding of the Holy Spirit, able to discern their 
message from the true Gospel, to which we should always cling.

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N

1. Did any questions from this week stand out to you that you want to 
discuss with the group?

2. Think about the things in your life that influence you (people, 
celebrities, tv, books, movies, etc.). Would some of those things without 
even realizing it fall into the category of false teachers?

3. How can we help each other to be on guard from false teaching?
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W E E K  E I G H T  
W A I T  F O R  J E S U S  T O  R E T U R N

2 Peter 3

Read through both versions of these passages several times, noting 
words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would have you see and jot down 
what comes to mind in the Notes section (below the Scripture).

2  P E T E R  3  ( E S V )

This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of  
them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that 
you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the 
commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 3 knowing 
this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following 
their own sinful desires. 4 They will say, “Where is the promise of his 
coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing 
as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For they deliberately 
overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was 
formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6 and that 
by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water 
and perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now 
exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and 
destruction of the ungodly. 8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, 
that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, 
but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and 
the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and 
the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things 
are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives 
of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of 
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and 
dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!



13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a 
new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since 
you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot 
or blemish, and at peace. 15 And count the patience of our Lord as 
salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according 
to the wisdom given him, 16 as he does in all his letters when he speaks 
in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard 
to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own 
destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 17 You therefore, beloved, 
knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away with 
the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 18 But grow in 
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

65



66

2  P E T E R  3  ( M S G )

1-2 My dear friends, this is now the second time I’ve written to you, both 
letters reminders to hold your minds in a state of undistracted attention. 
Keep in mind what the holy prophets said, and the command of our 
Master and Savior that was passed on by your apostles. 3-4 First off, 
you need to know that in the last days, mockers are going to have a 
heyday. Reducing everything to the level of their petty feelings, they’ll 
mock, “So what’s happened to the promise of his Coming? Our ancestors 
are dead and buried, and everything’s going on just as it has from the 
first day of creation. Nothing’s changed.” 5-7 They conveniently forget 
that long ago all the galaxies and this very planet were brought into 
existence out of watery chaos by God’s word. Then God’s word brought 
the chaos back in a flood that destroyed the world. The current galaxies 
and earth are fuel for the final fire. God is poised, ready to speak his 
word again, ready to give the signal for the judgment and destruction of 
the desecrating skeptics. 8-9 Don’t overlook the obvious here, friends. 
With God, one day is as good as a thousand years, a thousand years 
as a day. God isn’t late with his promise as some measure lateness. He 
is restraining himself on account of you, holding back the End because 
he doesn’t want anyone lost. He’s giving everyone space and time to 
change. 10 But when the Day of God’s Judgment does come, it will be 
unannounced, like a thief. The sky will collapse with a thunderous bang, 
everything disintegrating in a raging inferno, earth and all its works 
exposed to the scrutiny of Judgment. 11-13 Since everything here today 
might well be gone tomorrow, do you see how essential it is to live a holy 
life? Daily expect the Day of God, eager for its arrival. The galaxies will 
burn up and the elements melt down that day—but we’ll hardly notice. 
We’ll be looking the other way, ready for the promised new heavens and 
the promised new earth, all landscaped with righteousness. 14-16 So, 
my dear friends, since this is what you have to look forward to, do your 
very best to be found living at your best, in purity and peace. Interpret 
our Master’s patient restraint for what it is: salvation. Our good brother 
Paul, who was given much wisdom in these matters, refers to this in all his 
letters, and has written you essentially the same thing. Some things Paul 
writes are difficult to understand. Irresponsible people who don’t know 
what they are talking about twist them every which way. They do it to the 
rest of the Scriptures, too, destroying themselves as they do it.



17-18 But you, friends, are well-warned. Be on guard lest you lose your 
footing and get swept off your feet by these lawless and loose-talking 
teachers. Grow in grace and understanding of our Master and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Glory to the Master, now and forever! Yes!

N O T E S
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QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL STUDY + REFLECTION

1. What is the warning in v. 2–4? What is the encouragement given 
in those same verses? How do you draw encouragement from Peter’s 
words there?

2. What is the scoffers’ objection (verse 4) and how does Peter 
respond?

3. Read back through and circle the word “beloved” every time you 
see it. How many times does Peter use it? Who is he referring to? This is 
a departure from his tone in chapter 2. What does that signify?
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4. A theme in this chapter is God’s sovereignty (his authority) over both 
creation and time. What references do you see to creation? To time? 
How does knowing about God’s sovereignty help you as you think 
about the end times (which Peter refers to)?

 

Further reading: Genesis 1:2; Habakkuk 2:3; John 1:1–3;  
Hebrews 1:3; Hebrews 11:3; Ephesians 1:7–10

5.  In verse 9, who does “any” refer to? How do you interpret this 
verse? Look up Ezekiel 18:32 and 1 Timothy 2:3–6, and reread  
2 Peter 1:3–11. 

 
 

6. One framework for Bible study is to look for the indicative (something 
true about God and his actions) and the imperative (how we should 
respond to him). An indicative in this chapter is that Jesus will return, 
the coming of the day of God (v. 12), and there will be a new heavens 
and new earth (v. 13). What imperatives (responses) does Peter give 
in v. 14–18? List them below and reflect on how you can practice them 
in your daily life. 



A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y

In the final chapter of 2 Peter, we see Peter return to his encouraging 
voice to believers. The middle chapter departed from the first and third 
in its harsh warnings about false teachers. That concern is present 
again in chapter 3, but in the context of discussing the day of the Lord, 
the promised and prophesied return of Jesus– and the creation of “new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (3:13). Peter 
devotes the end of this letter to answering the question, “how do we 
live as God’s people knowing that Jesus is coming back?” And his 
answer is straightforward: living in peace with God, with holy habits, 
anchored in Scripture, and growing in grace and knowledge of Jesus. 

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N

1. Did any questions from this week stand out to you that you want to 
discuss with the group?

2. What does it look like to grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ?

3. What is one thing that you are taking away from this study on 1 & 
2 Peter?
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