




How to Use This Book 4

Introduction 5

Week 1  6

Week 2  10

Week 3  14

Week 4  18

Week 5  22

Week 6 26

Week 7 30

Week 8 34

Week 9 38

Resources Used in This Study 42

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

John the Baptist (John 1:19–34, John 3:22–36)

The Disciples (John 1:35–51)

Nicodemus (John 3:1–21)

The Woman at the Well (John 4:1–43)

The Woman Caught in Adultery (John 8:1-20)

The Blind Man (John 9:1–41)

Mary, the Sister of Lazarus (John 11:1–16, 28–44; 12:1–8)

Mary Magdalene (John 20:1-18)

John and Peter (John 21:1–25)



4

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  B O O K
 
We have three recommended ways for engaging with John: Bear Witness to the 
Light  – dig in, go deeper, and deeper still.  
 

D I G  I N   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
•   If you are in a study group, join your group weekly to enjoy conversation, 

discuss the lesson, and talk through the Group Discussion Questions. If you are 
doing the study individually, work through the Group Discussion Questions at 
your own pace. 

•   Listen to or watch the teaching each week. The teaching is available on 
SoundCloud and YouTube. You can subscribe on those platforms or visit 
christpres.org/group-resources, where you can find all the Bible study 
resources. You’ll also receive a weekly email with a link to the teaching.
 

G O  D E E P E R   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
•   Read the weekly Scripture and go through the Foundation and Application 

questions to deepen your dive into God’s Word.

•   Feel free to complete questions throughout the week or all in one sitting. If you 
are in a group, your group may discuss some of these questions each week.

•  Read the Application Summary. 
 

D E E P E R  S T I L L   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
•   We recommend the following resource as a companion to your study, John (St. 

Andrew’s Expositional Commentary), by R.C. Sproul.
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J O H N :  B E A R  W I T N E S S  T O  T H E  L I G H T 
A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N

When two people meet—at least for one brief moment—it’s as if both come with a blank slate. We know nothing of the 
other; the possibilities for who they are and how they will impact our lives feel limitless. But we immediately begin to size 
one another up, “Is this a friend or a foe? Do they mean me well or harm? Is this someone I can trust?” As the encounter 
continues, we begin to form opinions and make judgments about the other—some may be right, and other times, they are 
entirely misguided. How often throughout our lives do we initially form an opinion about someone only to discover we were 
completely wrong, either positively or negatively? This experience is quite common, and every person who has ever walked 
the earth has had to negotiate this awkward social dance . . . except for one.

In John 2, verses 23 to 25, the apostle John—quite often referring to himself as “the disciple whom he loved”—tells us this 
about Jesus:

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs 
that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 25 and 
needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.

In other words, when people saw the miracles Jesus performed, they immediately formed judgments about him—probably 
very favorable ones. Yet Jesus wasn’t persuaded by their positive affirmations—why?

Jesus sees beyond the surface. He is intimately familiar with the complex, emotional—and quite frankly—sinful inner 
workings of humanity. He knows how easily swayed we are and distracted by what we deem will benefit us. We’re 
impulsive, and our allegiances are quickly displaced. Jesus knows the heart.

Throughout the book of John, the apostle chronicles numerous encounters that Jesus has with people. We benefit from seeing 
how Jesus engaged these people with his ability to address the heart of the matter immediately and without confusion. These 
people are varied—the strong and the weak, the rich and the poor, the humble and the proud, and everyone in between. 
Jesus addressed the heart, and these people walked away changed.

Unlike Jesus, we can’t immediately (or sometimes ever) discern what’s in the heart of those we encounter. But Jesus, through 
his encounters, has given us a “heart map” for any given person we meet. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we can read 
this map, follow it, and see people change; this is the power of his word! Let us use this study to learn from Jesus so we can 
be imitators of Jesus. Let us direct everyone we know to the only one who can see and change every heart the Father has 
given him—whom he will “never cast out” (John 6:37). May we bear witness to the Light, and carry it onward.
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W E E K  O N E
J O H N  T H E  B A P T I S T

J O H N  1 : 19 – 3 4 ,  J O H N  3 : 2 2 – 3 6
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read through the passages several times, noting words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Then, ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would like you to see and jot down what comes to mind in the notes section.

J O H N  1 : 19 – 3 4
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 
He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not 
know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not 
know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me 
to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

J O H N  3 : 2 2 – 3 6
22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there with them and was baptizing.  
23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were coming and being 
baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison).

25 Now a discussion arose between some of John’s disciples and a Jew over purification. 26 And they came to John and said 
to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to 
him.” 27 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me 
witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The 
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now 
complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.”

31 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an earthly way. He who 
comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness to what he has seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony.  
33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 34 For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for 
he gives the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 36 Whoever believes in the 
Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F O U N D A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   _____________________________________________________________________________________________

1.  Observe what happens in this story. Ask these five questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why?
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2.  Retell the story in your own words; either in your head or by writing it down. What stands out to you most? 

3.  What questions does this passage bring to mind? (Jot them down, then look them up or bring them to your group study to discuss.)

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  How did John the Baptist respond to Jesus in this story? 
 a. Initially

 b. After Jesus revealed himself 

2.  What was John the Baptist called to do? Based on your reading from the first chapter of John, did John the Baptist appear 
confident in his mission and calling? How does John 1:32-35 affirm his mission and calling? 

A P P L I C A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  We often struggle with the concept of “calling.” Does every Christian have a calling? Is there a way to know and be 
affirmed of that calling? How do these passages provide us insight into this?
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“When John said, ‘He must increase,’ he was saying, ‘It is necessary.’ The increase of Christ was not an 
option. John had his marching orders from God. He was called to go before Christ, and once he had 
announced Christ, then John was to go into the background that Christ might emerge in the fullness of His 
leadership as the appointed Messiah. ‘It’s necessary,’ John said. ‘It’s not optional. This has to happen. It has 
to take place. I have to decrease. He must increase.’”—R.C. Sproul

2.  What lessons can we glean from John the Baptist’s response to his disciples in John chapter 3? What was at the heart of 
John’s disciples’ objections? What was at the heart of John’s response to them?

3.  John the Baptist was seemingly unbothered by the notion of him decreasing so that Jesus might increase so the purposes 
of Christ could be accomplished. Are there areas in your life where you believe the Lord is asking you to decrease that he 
might increase? What are those areas, and how might you go about decreasing?

A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

John the Baptist wasn’t one to mince words. When asked by the religious leaders, John emphatically denied he was the 
Christ while also insisting he wasn’t Elijah or a prophet and mediator like Moses. Instead, John pointed them to the words 
of Isaiah, confessing to be the messenger telling the people of God to “make straight the way of the Lord” (Isaiah 40:3). 
Without question, John the Baptist understood his calling well before meeting Jesus “in person.” Though he was certain of 
his purpose, the defining moment of affirmation for John the Baptist would happen as detailed in John 1:32, “I saw the Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him.” D.A. Carson says of this event, “the sight of the Spirit descending 
on Jesus in bodily form bore transforming significance. It enabled him to point to Jesus, with clarity and conviction, and 
declare that this is the Son of God.”

In John chapter 3, we see that followers of the Baptist were intensely loyal to him; they appeared to be envious of the fact 
that more and more people started going to Jesus for baptism than John. But John’s response is reflective of a heart that is 
conformed to the heart of Christ. John confesses that every gift is from heaven (John 3:27), but more importantly, that Jesus 
Christ is the Bridegroom—John is just the best man announcing his arrival. “He must increase, but I must decrease,” confesses 
the Baptist (John 3:30). Every follower of Christ should take notice of John’s posture. We often feel tempted to believe 
our circumstances are wholly about us when, in reality, we are the vessels God uses to point to the Bridegroom. When we 
devote ourselves to this, only then do we flourish, for we flourish in Christ.
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W E E K  T W O
T H E  D I S C I P L E S

J O H N  1 : 3 5 – 51
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read through the passages several times, noting words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Then, ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would like you to see and jot down what comes to mind in the notes section.

J O H N  1 : 3 5 – 51
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and 
said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He 
said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it 
was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 
He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to 
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the 
Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before 
Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! 
You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You 
will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F O U N D A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   _____________________________________________________________________________________________

1.  Observe what happens in this story. Ask these five questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why?

2.  Retell the story in your own words; either in your head or by writing it down. What stands out to you most?

3. What questions does this passage bring to mind? (Jot them down, then look them up or bring them to your group study to discuss.)
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R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  How did the disciples respond to Jesus in this story? Look specifically at Andrew, Philip, and Nathanael.

 a. Initially

 b. After Jesus revealed himself

2.  Look at the names given to Jesus in these verses. Go back and underline them; there are five (verses 38, 41, 45, 49, and 51). 
What do these names reveal about Jesus? Look up the references below to learn more about each name. 

 a. Rabbi, which means teacher (v. 38): John 3:2, Matthew 22:16 

 b. Messiah, the Christ, which means “the anointed one” (v. 41): Acts 17:2–3, Matthew 16:13–16, Luke 2:11 

 c.  Him who Moses wrote about, Jesus of Nazareth, son of Joseph (v. 45): Deuteronomy 18:18, Matthew 5:17, Luke 
3:23, Matthew 3:2-3 

 d. King of Israel (v. 49): Zephaniah 3:15, Zechariah 9:9, John 12:13 

 e. Son of Man (v. 51): Daniel 7:13, Matthew 9:5–8, Mark 13:26–27
 

A P P L I C A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  Jesus told Andrew and Philip to “follow me.” Think about when you have felt Jesus calling you to follow him. What was 
that experience like?
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“Having spent time with Jesus, Andrew himself came to believe Jesus was the Messiah. The first thing 
Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (that is, the Christ). 
He did not try to convince his brother that what he had said was true; instead, he brought him to Jesus. It 
was being with Jesus that had convinced Andrew that Jesus was the Messiah, and apparently he believed it 
would be the same for Simon.”—Colin Kruse

2.  Read the quote from Colin Kruse above. How does your understanding of evangelism intersect with Andrew’s story? How 
did Andrew share about Jesus, and how can you bear witness to Jesus in similar ways? Spend some time praying for 
specific people in your life.

 

A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

In these verses in John 1, Jesus is given five names by the various people he encounters. These five names each give us specific 
clues about Jesus’ origin and mission. Each name represents the past, present, and future of God’s plan for redeeming the 
world. The men Jesus meets in this passage each become a disciple; these men leave everything to follow Jesus because they 
believe that he is the Messiah. One of John’s distinctives as a gospel account is his focus on the Messianic purpose of Jesus. 
John Calvin wrote, “The other three Gospels give a fuller narrative of the life and death of Christ, but John dwells at greater 
length on the teaching about the role of Christ and the power of his death and resurrection . . . The first three Gospels show his 
body, so to speak, but John shows his soul. For this reason I usually say that this Gospel is a key to understanding the rest.”

This study is called Bear Witness to the Light, referencing John 1, but also the transformation ordinary people experienced after 
encountering Jesus, the Light of the world. They could not help but follow him and dedicate their lives to bearing witness about 
him. The disciples are the first, and we can learn from their stories and pray that Jesus would use us to spread the good news 
with as much passion and commitment as Andrew, Peter, Nathanael, Philip, and the rest. 
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W E E K  T H R E E
N I C O D E M U S

J O H N  3 : 1 – 21
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read through the passages several times, noting words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Then, ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would like you to see and jot down what comes to mind in the notes section.

J O H N  3 : 1 – 21
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said 
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is 
with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb 
and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I 
said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where 
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do 
not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, 
but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 
you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved 
the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it 
may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F O U N D A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   _____________________________________________________________________________________________

1.  Observe what happens in this story. Ask these five questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why?

2.  Retell the story in your own words; either in your head or by writing it down. What stands out to you most? 
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3.  What questions does this passage bring to mind? (Jot them down, then look them up or bring them to your group study to discuss.)

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  How did Nicodemus respond to Jesus in this story? 

 a. Initially

 b. After Jesus revealed himself

2.  The text tells us that Nicodemus came to Jesus “by night.” Do you think this is an important detail in this encounter? Why 
would John specify that Nicodemus came “by night”?

3.  Jesus tells Nicodemus, a teacher of the Scriptures who should understand what Jesus is saying here, “unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” What do you think Jesus means by “water and the Spirit”? Is 
this an Old Testament reference? (Consider Ezekiel 36:25 in your answer.)

A P P L I C A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  Consider Numbers 21:4-9. This is the account in the Old Testament of which Jesus references when he says, “as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal 
life.” What do you think this passage means? How have you been saved by the “lifting up” of Jesus?
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“The love of God is limitless; it embraces all mankind. No sacrifice was too great to bring its unmeasured 
intensity home to men and women. The best that God had to give, he gave—his only Son, his well-beloved. 
Nor was it for one nation or group that he was given. He was given so that all, without distinction or 
exception, who repose their faith on him, might be rescued from destruction and blessed with the life that 
is life indeed. The gospel of salvation and life has its source in the love of God. The essence of the saving 
message is made unmistakably plain, in language which people of all races, cultures and times can grasp, 
and so effectively is it set forth in these words that many more, probably, have found the way of life through 
them than through any other biblical text.”—F.F. Bruce

2.  John 3:16 is arguably the most recognized passage from the Bible. Consider the above quote in reference to this verse. How 
does understanding the importance of the message of this passage impact the way you share the good news of Jesus?

A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews. He approached Jesus at night; why did he approach him at night? 
We can only speculate, but we’re left to wonder if, perhaps, Nicodemus wasn’t interested in making this visit with Jesus a 
spectacle. As a Pharisee, he was a student of the word; Jesus calls him a “teacher of Israel.” But perhaps Nicodemus is torn 
between the resistance he’s feeling from his colleagues toward Jesus and, as he puts it, the visible evidence that would seem 
to indicate that “God is with him.” Despite the internal conflict, Jesus cuts to the heart of the matter and speaks to Nicodemus 
about being “born again.” In a crass reply, Nicodemus asks what he certainly knows is not true—Jesus is not talking about 
another physical birth, but a spiritual one. Jesus presses in, saying in short, “Nicodemus, you’re a teacher of the word. You 
should know exactly to what I’m referring.” 

Being born of “water and the Spirit” is a concept with which Nicodemus should have been familiar. The prophet Ezekiel 
spoke of a day when Israel would be purified by water and spirit (Ezekiel 36:25-26) and made new—like being born again 
spiritually. Jesus then pointed Nicodemus to Moses, who “lifted up” the serpent to heal the people (Numbers 21:4-9). Though 
Nicodemus wouldn’t have seen clearly yet, Jesus essentially tells him, “Here’s how you’ll be ‘born again.’ I must be ‘lifted up’ 
on the cross and looked upon for healing—the forgiveness of sin and newness of life.” Jesus went deeper still in reaffirming an 
idea that, again, Nicodemus should have known—that the covenant to Abraham was a promise for the nations (Genesis 17:4) 
and that when the Son of Man would be lifted up, it would bring eternal life—not just to Israel—but to the world.

John doesn’t tell us how Nicodemus left the encounter with Jesus, but he came in with one set of ideas, and Jesus shined 
light on his preconceptions. Did he leave changed? The last time John mentions Nicodemus is in chapter 19, after Christ’s 
crucifixion; he assisted Joseph of Arimathea—a disciple of Christ (John 19:38)—in Jesus’s burial. While the Scriptures do not 
explicitly tell us that Nicodemus ultimately became a disciple of Christ, we can confidently say he left the conversation with 
Jesus, a different person.

The truth of God confronts each of us. We will either resist or embrace it, but we won’t remain indifferent to the news that 
God gave us his Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
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W E E K  F O U R
T H E  W O M A N  A T  T H E  W E L L

J O H N  4 : 1 – 4 3
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read through the passage several times, noting words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Then, ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would like you to see and jot down what comes to mind in the notes section.

J O H N  4 : 1 – 4 3
1 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John  
2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had to 
pass through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6 Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his disciples had gone away into 
the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of 
Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it 
is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water?  
12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.”  
13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give 
him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said 
to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not 
your husband. What you have said is true.” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is 
now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship 
him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to 
you am he.”

27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, 
“Why are you talking with her?” 28 So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29 “Come, 
see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went out of the town and were coming to him.

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know 
about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to 
do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? 
Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. 36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages 
and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and 
another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” 40 So 
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed 
because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard 
for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”

43 After the two days he departed for Galilee.
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F O U N D A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   _____________________________________________________________________________________________

1.  Observe what happens in this story. Ask these five questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why?
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2. Retell the story in your own words; either in your head or by writing it down. What stands out to you most? 

3. What questions does this passage bring to mind? (Jot them down, then look them up or bring them to your group study to discuss.)

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  How did the woman at the well respond to Jesus in this story?

 a. Initially

 b. After Jesus revealed himself

2.  Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well in Sychar. The Jewish people held so much prejudice against the 
Samaritans that most Jews wouldn’t even travel through Samaria because exposure to a Samaritan could make them 
unclean. She was also not Jewish, and she was a woman. How did the Samaritan woman react to Jesus’ first words? How 
do you think she felt?

3.  Jesus confronts the woman about her sin. How does the woman transform through Christ’s care throughout this passage? 
Compare the woman from verses 9–12 with the same woman in verses 27–30 and 39–42.
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A P P L I C A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  Culturally, Jesus broke many social norms to speak to the woman at the well. In turn, the Samaritan woman spoke out 
loudly (as a divorced woman) and many people came to know Jesus. Have you experienced that kind of boldness in 
sharing about Jesus, either yourself or others you’ve interacted with? How would you like to grow in sharing about Jesus?

“Jesus comes to each of us in grace, gentleness, and respect. He meets each of us and leads us through our 
confusion to the knowledge of the truth, just as he brings this Samaritan woman to himself. He shows us our 
sin without making us feel rejected and condemned in his holy presence. Instead, he causes us to know that 
we are loved, forgiven, welcomed, and accepted, just as he accepts this lonely woman.”— Jerram Barrs

2.  Reflect on the quote from Jerram Barrs above. How has Jesus seen your sin, yet called you into the glorious inheritance of his 
love? How can you respond like the Samaritan woman, full of joy and unable to keep quiet about her transforming encounter 
with the Messiah? 

3.  Does the image of the Holy Spirit as a judge comfort you, make you anxious, or do you feel a different emotion? How has 
your understanding of judgment changed throughout your life?

A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Jesus’s encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well was absolutely radical, and it radically changed her life and the 
lives of many other Samaritans. In this story, we see the tender and inviting heart of Jesus on full display, but we also see 
the transforming power of the gospel. Jesus related to the Samaritan woman with transforming tenderness. He addressed 
an outcast, asked her to help him by giving him water, gave her dignity, respected her intelligence by engaging her in a 
theological conversation, gently acknowledged her sinful past, and invited her to follow him. Jesus offers all of those things 
to you and to me. As believers and followers of Jesus, we strive to both be transformed by him and to bear witness to him. 
We hear the gentle call of Christ into our weary, sinful hearts and are called to carry the cause of Christ into the whole 
world. We are saved, then sent out. Transformed, then tasked.  
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W E E K  F I V E
T H E  W O M A N  C A U G H T  I N  A D U L T E R Y 

J O H N  8 : 1 - 2 0
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read through the passage several times, noting words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Then, ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would like you to see and jot down what comes to mind in the notes section.

J O H N  8 : 1 – 2 0
1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him, and 
he sat down and taught them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing 
her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law, Moses 
commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?” 6 This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to 
bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up 
and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent down 
and wrote on the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus 
was left alone with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.”

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.”  
14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I 
am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 
16 Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. 17 In your Law 
it is written that the testimony of two people is true. 18 I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent 
me bears witness about me.” 19 They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me 
nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 20 These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the 
temple; but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F O U N D A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   _____________________________________________________________________________________________

1.  Observe what happens in this story. Ask these five questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why?

2.  Retell the story in your own words; either in your head or by writing it down. What stands out to you most?

3. What questions does this passage bring to mind? (Jot them down, then look them up or bring them to your group study to discuss.)

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  How did the woman caught in adultery respond to Jesus in this story?

 a. Initially

 b. After Jesus revealed himself
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“If Jesus were to say, ‘Stone the woman,’ they would run to the Roman headquarters and say, ‘This teacher 
is advocating that we exercise capital punishment without going through the Roman system.’ That way they 
would get Jesus in trouble with the Romans. But if He were to say, ‘Don’t stone her,’ they would run back to 
the Sanhedrin and say, ‘This Jesus is a heretic because He denies the law of Moses.’ No matter how Jesus 
answered the question, He would be in serious trouble.”—R.C. Sproul

2.  The scribes and Pharisees tried to trap Jesus by making him choose between the Roman law and the Mosaic Law. When 
Jesus rendered his verdict, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her,” which law did he 
choose, Roman, Mosaic, or neither? What is the reason for your answer?

A P P L I C A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  Enumerate the things the woman had at the onset of her encounter with Jesus that she released by the conclusion of her 
encounter with Jesus. Was there anything she left with that she didn’t have before? Are you able to enumerate the same 
based on your own encounter with Christ?

2.  Jesus said, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” Who among her was the only one 
without sin? Why didn’t he cast a stone? How does his reasoning for not casting a stone directly impact you?

3.  Jesus tells the woman, “Neither do I condemn you,” but he also says, “go, and from now on sin no more.” How are we 
able to do this? Consider John 8:12-20 in your answer.
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A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Imagine the shame of the woman being dragged out before Jesus and accused of being caught “in the very act” of adultery. 
Moreover, though caught in the act, where is the other party participating “in the very act”? The scribes and Pharisees 
singled out this woman. At this moment, to her accusers, neither the context nor circumstances that led her to this point 
mattered. She became the guilty pawn of opportunity as the scribes and Pharisees used her to test the Lord. These religious 
leaders tried to use the woman to force Jesus to choose between the Mosaic law—which called for the adulterer to receive 
capital punishment—and the Roman law, which forbade anyone to exercise capital punishment without the oversight of the 
Romans. To choose either one over the other would put Jesus in quite a predicament with either the Jewish or Roman leaders, 
depending on which side he took. As a mere tool in their diabolical plan, these scribes and Pharisees had no personal 
concern for the welfare of this woman. Jesus, however, has personal concern for those who are his.

Faced with seemingly an impossible dilemma, Jesus does make a choice. In effect, Jesus says, “She is guilty,” siding 
with the Mosaic law. But Jesus also says, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” The 
passage tells us that each one left; no one was without sin. However, one who was without sin remained—Jesus Christ 
himself. He was without sin, yet he didn’t cast a stone; instead, he said, “Neither do I condemn you.” This statement reveals 
Jesus’s redemptive purpose for “stooping” down from the heavens—to take our sin and cover our shame with his robe 
of righteousness. As the apostle Paul said, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). With God’s invaluable gift of grace not only are we free from 
accusation and our shame covered, but he gives us the strength to follow him out of darkness into light and, “go, and from 
now on sin no more.”
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W E E K  S I X
T H E  B L I N D  M A N

J O H N  9 : 1 – 41
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read through the passage several times, noting words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Then, ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would like you to see and jot down what comes to mind in the notes section.

J O H N  9 : 1 – 4 1
1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might 
be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 
5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud 
with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.

8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 
9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how 
were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to 
Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the 
mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put 
mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep 
the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 So 
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who 
had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His 
parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we do not know, nor 
do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said these things because 
they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out 
of the synagogue.) 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this 
man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now 
I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you 
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And 
they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, 
but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do 
not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone 
is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You 
were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He 
answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is 
speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, 
that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these 
things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that 
you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.



27

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________



28

F O U N D A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   _____________________________________________________________________________________________

1.  Observe what happens in this story. Ask these five questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why?

2.  Retell the story in your own words; either in your head or by writing it down. What stands out to you most?.

3. What questions does this passage bring to mind? (Jot them down, then look them up or bring them to your group study to discuss.)

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  How did the blind man respond to Jesus in this story?

 a. Initially

 b. After Jesus revealed himself

2.  Look up and read the following verses. Make notes on how blindness is used as a metaphor throughout Scripture. 
 a. Psalm 146:8

  b. Isaiah 29:18

 c. Isaiah 35:3–6, 10

 d. Jeremiah 5:21

 e. Matthew 15:14
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A P P L I C A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  Reread the disciples’ initial question to Jesus in verse 2. The disciples assumed that the man’s blindness was a specific punishment 
for sin, either his or his parents’. Tim Keller offers three things wrong with the assumption the disciples make that suffering is 
directly correlated to individual sin. He says:

“It’s so self-righteous . . . there is a psychological bias that all of us have when we see a suffering person 
that is to say that they have probably done something wrong. And what is that? That’s a defense mechanism 
because we want to believe that we’re in control of our lives and that’s not going to happen to us . . . 
Another thing is that it’s not true to the facts. The idea that if you’re having a worse life, it’s because you 
must have done something to deserve it. There are tons of very good people living miserable lives, and 
there are lots of tyrannical people living prosperous lives . . . Lastly, it’s incredibly cruel to the person who is 
suffering.”

Reflect on Keller’s quote above. Do you find yourself responding like the disciples to suffering, either your own or others’? 
Read Jesus’s response in verse 3. What correction does he offer the disciples? How can you reconcile Jesus’s response with 
your experience of suffering? 

2.  The blind man says, “One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?” If someone asked you that question about Jesus, how would you respond?

A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

One of the most beloved hymns in Christianity draws from this passage. John Newton’s “Amazing Grace” echoes the words 
of the blind man, “Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see.” The blind man’s story is all of our story—we are spiritually blind, in need of Jesus’s healing—but 
we also find overlap with the disciples’ reaction to his suffering. They judge the man, asking Jesus to explain the surely just 
punishment of blindness. And yet, Jesus’s response is full of nuance and hope: “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, 
but that the works of God might be displayed in him.” (v. 3).

And thus, Jesus answers the question we all wrestle with every day: why do bad things happen to people, good or bad? 
How do we make sense of suffering? Tim Keller said in a sermon on John 9, “You figure out God is working. You don’t know 
how, but you say God is working. And that’s not necessarily an immediate help, but it’s a deep consolation . . . And that’s 
what Jesus says is the proper response to suffering.”

Our proper response to suffering is to trust God. Sometimes the blind man is healed, his life is transformed, and he believes 
and worships Jesus (v. 38). But what does it look like to bear witness to Jesus when the healing doesn’t come? When 
suffering is unfair? To bear witness to the Jesus who suffered for us on the cross, who knew the deepest pains of human 
suffering, and who did so that we would have a future hope of life with no suffering or tears (Revelation 21)? 
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W E E K  S E V E N
M A R Y ,  T H E  S I S T E R  O F  L A Z A R U S

J O H N  11 : 1 – 16 ,  2 8 – 4 4 ;  12 : 1 – 8
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read through the passage several times, noting words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Then, ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would like you to see and jot down what comes to mind in the notes section.

J O H N  11 : 1 – 16
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the 
Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it.”

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in 
the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, 
the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in 
the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the 
night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had 
spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and 
for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to 
his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

J O H N  11 : 2 8 – 4 4
28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”  
29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place 
where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, 
they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and 
saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he 
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 
days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, 
but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these 
things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with 
linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

J O H N  12 : 1 – 8
1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 
2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. 3 Mary 
therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with 
her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about 
to betray him), said, 5 “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 He said this, not 
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself 
to what was put into it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 8 For the poor you 
always have with you, but you do not always have me.”
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F O U N D A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  Observe what happens in this story. Ask these five questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why?

2.  Retell the story in your own words; either in your head or by writing it down. What stands out to you most?
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R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  How did Mary respond to Jesus in this story?

 a. Initially

 b. After Jesus revealed himself

2.  Describe how Jesus ministered to Mary in John 11:28-35? Though Jesus didn’t use words in this encounter with Mary, 
what things was Jesus communicating to Mary with his actions in this moment?

“That the poor are always present (cf. Dt. 15:11) is not an excuse for stinginess in almsgiving, but a reminder 
that they would still be around to receive the alms distributed amongst them long after Jesus himself had 
been taken away: you will not always have me. Were a mere mortal to claim such priority, he would be 
very ill or unspeakably arrogant. Jesus speaks this way as a matter of course, not only because he sees his 
cross and burial on the near horizon, but also because he knows he is to receive the same honour that is 
due the Father (See John 5:23).”—D.A. Carson

3.  Despite the fact that text reveals to us that Judas was a “thief,” he seems to raise a very pragmatic point—such an 
expensive gift would be better spent on the poor. However, Jesus doesn’t agree with this sentiment—why? Why is it only 
fitting for Jesus to make such a statement?
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A P P L I C A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1. Describe in your own words the posture of Jesus in John 11:1-9. How did the disciples respond to Jesus’s demeanor, and 
was Mary’s response any different? In what ways does this speak to you about the timelines on which God operates as 
compared to your timelines?

“This precious ointment was worth about one year’s salary for people at that time, but Mary used it all 
in seconds. This was extravagant love. There are times for extravagance, and it is always time for an 
extravagant manifestation of adoration to Christ. What could you and I possibly do that would be too 
extravagant in honoring Jesus, too extravagant in praising Him, too extravagant in giving Him glory?” 
—R.C. Sproul

2.  Mary’s act was reflective of an extravagant gift, perhaps beyond what even she could afford. Why would Mary do this; 
what brought her to this point? What points of comparison can you make between Mary’s gratitude and your own? What 
is an extravagant gift that you would offer to Christ in gratitude for what he’s done for you?

A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

If we could graphically create an illustration of Mary’s trust in Jesus, it might appear as a heart attack on an electrocardiogram. 
In these passages, she is first confronted with the reality that Jesus—whom she knew was capable of the miraculous—was “too 
late” to tend to her brother, Lazarus, who was gravely ill. As he continued in his illness, and as the Lord was delayed, she must 
have wondered if Jesus loved her brother—or her. When Jesus finally arrived, he had little to say to her—in fact, the passage 
doesn’t indicate that he said anything at all to Mary—instead, Jesus wept. Why would a man, whom we now know to be God 
incarnate, weep at the tomb of a dead man? Did the death of her brother surprise Jesus? Isn’t crying done by those who have 
no hope?

Jesus shows Mary—and Jesus shows us—that he is not a Savior who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses (Hebrews 
4:15). Jesus knows our hurt. As he sat with Mary weeping, he wept because this was his role as our Savior—not just to remove 
our hurt, but to step into our hurt.

By this point, Mary must feel hopeless; if Jesus is at the point of tears and mourning, there’s truly nothing else that anyone can 
do. But Jesus’s purpose on earth wasn’t restricted to absorbing our hurt; the absorption of our hurt was a means to an end, and 
that end being the reversal of the world’s brokenness from sin. Jesus came to undo death, and he gave us a foretaste of this 
when he raised Lazarus from the dead.

Mary, the sister of Lazarus, was a first-hand witness to the light of Jesus. Perhaps better than any before her, she understood—at 
least on some level—the purpose for which Jesus condescended to us. Upon seeing this truth, Mary was changed—she would 
never be the same. What could be more important than Christ? To Mary, the answer to this question is “nothing,” which is why, 
without hesitation, she withheld nothing from her Savior. May God grant us the grace to do the same.
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W E E K  E I G H T
M A R Y  M A G D A L E N E

J O H N  2 0 : 1 - 18
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read through the passage several times, noting words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Then, ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would like you to see and jot down what comes to mind in the notes section.

J O H N  2 0 : 1 – 18
1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone 
had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 So 
Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he 
did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the 
face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other 
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the 
Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes.

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels 
in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 
Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned 
and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said 
these things to her.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F O U N D A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  Observe what happens in this story. Ask these five questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why?

2.  Retell the story in your own words; either in your head or by writing it down. What stands out to you most?

3. What questions does this passage bring to mind? (Jot them down, then look them up or bring them to your group study to discuss.)

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  How did Mary Magdalene respond to Jesus in this story? 

 a. Initially

 b. After Jesus revealed himself
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“Jesus cast seven demons out of her. Mary Magdalene had been utterly ravaged by spiritual forces of 
evil—the last person we might expect to be recruited to the Son of God’s core team. But Jesus likes to pick 
the most unlikely people, and this Mary not only travels with Jesus during his ministry, she also plays a 
critical role in testifying to Jesus’s resurrection.”—Rebecca McLaughlin

2.   What does Jesus’s choice of revealing his risen self to Mary Magdalene first show you about Jesus?

A P P L I C A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  Jesus choosing a woman to tell the story of his resurrection is often cited as an apologetic argument (offering proof that 
it is real). Why do you think this is? Throughout this study, we’ve seen several examples of Jesus’s ministry to women that 
buck cultural norms? Thinking about our modern context, how does this inspire you to think about evangelism across 
cultural norms?

“The concept of a missional church is recognition that God is a sending God and we, the church and 
individual believers, are to live as sent. The missional church is shaped by the idea that every believer is to 
live on mission. Being sent means that we move outside the walls of our church buildings and our Christian 
homes in order to engage all people with the gospel. The missional nature of the church calls for us to 
engage in and support the work of international missionaries to take the gospel across the world and the 
local mission-shaped believers to take the gospel and show the love of Christ across the street. There is a 
sentness inherent to being a follower of Jesus. It is the way of Jesus in us.”—Ed Stetzer

2.   Jesus’s first recorded act after the resurrection was to send Mary Magdalene out to bear witness, to tell others that he had 
risen (v. 17). Reflect on Ed Stetzer’s quote above, thinking about how Jesus has equipped you specifically to be sent out 
to bear witness to him. 
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A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

What a life Mary Magdalene must have lived! Can you imagine having such an intimate friendship with Jesus? Her story 
testifies to the transforming power of an encounter with Jesus. Luke 8 describes her as a woman who traveled with Jesus 
like the disciples, “Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out.” She watched Christ’s crucifixion 
from a distance having “followed Jesus of Galilee, ministering to him” (Matthew 27:55–56). She sat watch at the tomb 
after Jesus’s burial (Matthew 27:61), and prepared spices and ointments for his body (Luke 23:55–56). Then Jesus 
chose her, a beloved friend and follower, to be the first to see him after his resurrection, and he commissioned her to 
tell the disciples the good news. Her faithful presence in Jesus’s earthly life was a gift to Jesus—Matthew notes that she 
“ministered to him”—and he trusted her with the first whispers of the Easter miracle. He healed her, and she gave her life 
to him. This pattern is ours as well: Jesus offers each of us the healing we need, and then asks us to give the rest of our 
days over to following him and growing his kingdom. 

The Scottish poet George McDonald, who heavily influenced C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, and others, wrote this poem about 
Mary Magdalene. It beautifully encapsulates her life, the healing hand of Christ, and her joy at Jesus’s resurrection. Read 
and reflect on it as you consider the healing, joy, and intimate friendship Jesus offers you. 

With eyes aglow, and aimless zeal,
Throughout the land she goes;
Her tones, her motions, all reveal
A mind without repose.
She climbs the hills, she haunts the sea,
By madness tortured, driven;
One hour’s forgetfulness would be
A gift from very heaven.
The night brings sleep, the sleep distress;
The torture of the day
Returns as free, in darker dress,
In more secure dismay.
No soft-caressing, soothing palm
Her confidence can raise;
No eye hath loving force to calm
And draw her answering gaze.
He comes. He speaks. A light divine
Dawns gracious in thy soul;
Thou seest love and order shine,--
His health will make thee whole.
One wrench of pain, one pang of death,
And in a faint delight,
Thou liest, waiting for new breath,
For morning out of night.
Thou risest up: the earth is fair,
The wind is cool and free;
As when a dream of mad despair

Dissolves in ecstasy.
And, pledge of life and future high,
Thou seest the Master stand;
The life of love is in his eye,
Its power is in his hand.
What matter that the coming time
Will stain thy virgin name;
Attribute thy distress to crime
The worst for woman-fame;
Yea, call that woman Magdalen,
Whom slow-reviving grace
Turneth at last from evil men
To seek the Father’s face.
What matters it? The night is gone;
Right joyous shines the sun;
The same clear sun that always shone
Ere sorrow had begun.
Oh! any name may come and bide,
If he be well content
To see not seldom by his side
Thy head serenely bent.
Thou, sharing in the awful doom,
Wilt help thy Lord to die;
And, mourning o’er his empty tomb,
First share his victory.

George MacDonald
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W E E K  N I N E
J O H N  A N D  P E T E R

J O H N  21 : 1 – 25 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read through the passage several times, noting words, concepts, and ideas that stand out to you. Then, ask the Holy Spirit 
to draw your attention to what God would like you to see and jot down what comes to mind in the notes section.

J O H N  21 : 1 – 2 5
1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon 
Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were 
together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got 
into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, 
“Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, 
and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7 That 
disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his 
outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging 
the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.

9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, 
“Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large 
fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” 
Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and 
gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised 
from the dead.

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He 
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He 
said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, 
“Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my 
sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but 
when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 
19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned back against him during 
the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what 
about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!” 23 So 
the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to 
die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?”

24 This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and we know that his 
testimony is true.

25 Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself 
could not contain the books that would be written.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________



39

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F O U N D A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  Observe what happens in this story. Ask these five questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why?

2. Retell the story in your own words; either in your head or by writing it down. What stands out to you most?
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3. What questions does this passage bring to mind? (Jot them down, then look them up or bring them to your group study to discuss.)

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  How do John and Peter respond to Jesus in this story? 

 a. Initially

 b. After Jesus revealed himself

2.  Think back to the second week of this study when we read about Jesus’s initial calling of the disciples. How has Peter’s 
relationship with Jesus changed? What did Jesus call Peter to initially (John 1) and now (John 21)? 

3. Read John 20:30–31 and John 21:24–25. Why did John write this book? 
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A P P L I C A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1.  Reflecting on the whole study, is there a story or stories that stand out to you in particular? What was most meaningful to 
you and why?

2.  What do you think it means to “bear witness to the light” and how can you bear witness in your everyday life? 

A P P L I C A T I O N  S U M M A R Y   –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

John’s story comes to life through his gospel and later, his letters and the book of Revelation. John knew Jesus intimately, 
the closest of friends. An ordinary fisherman, John meets Jesus and immediately follows him (Mark 1:16–20). Then John 
becomes not only the “disciple Jesus loved,” but also one of the most prolific New Testament writers about the life and 
teachings of Jesus. Later John receives a revelation from Jesus about the future hope of all of Jesus’s followers, the beautiful 
and fully flourishing kingdom of God. John is just one of the disciples whose entire life changed through the redeeming 
work of Jesus; Peter, Thomas, Andrew, and others encountered Jesus and spent the rest of their days bearing witness to the 
son of God. The women we’ve read about in this study have similar stories; seen, called, healed, and transformed by Jesus, 
they dedicate their lives to sharing the goodness of God with everyone they meet. Through Jesus, these ordinary individual 
people become a transformed, unified, life-giving force in the world; they become the church. And we carry their legacy 
today, in our local church and around the globe. As Peter writes in his first epistle, “But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God.” 
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