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John 17:20–26

Share something that surprises, encourages, or troubles you from the sermon or your direct reading of John 

17:20–26.

Jesus connects us with the disciples of Jesus—we share an eternal bond. How does this passage affirm this 

idea? What is dif ferent about your life in Christ compared to his disciples, and what remains the same?

Our union with Christ means we long to be with Christ. Can you relate to this idea? What might prevent 

you from experiencing this longing as Jesus describes it in this passage? What comfort can you take from 

this passage whether or not you feel a longing to be with Jesus?

If there’s one thing Jesus would want you to walk away believing and receiving as a result of this portion 

of Scripture, what is that thing?

In Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer, he begins by praying to the Father for himself and his hour that draws near 

(John 17:1–5), then he offers a prayer for his disciples (John 17:6–19), and then he prays for his 

Church—the generations of Christians that will follow in the footsteps of Christ and his disciples. The Lord 

himself prays for you and me! In this portion of Jesus’ prayer, he gives us insight into how his Church will 

spread from this relatively small upper room to the far corners of the earth—by the power of their word. The 

message that Jesus would entrust to his disciples would then be passed along from person to person, from 

generation to generation. And as the good news goes out, every person who becomes a follower of Jesus 

does so by the power of his Holy Spirit and his word. The Father unites all Christians by virtue of our 

common union with Christ; this is true for every believer of all times. Then Jesus asks the Father, “I desire that 

they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am” (John 17:24a). Through his life, death, 

and resurrection, Jesus has given the Church access to the presence of God—and this is where Jesus wants 

us. Moreover, he has a specific reason for wanting us in his presence, “to see my glory that you have given 

me” (John 17:24b). When the Holy Spirit changes our hearts, he fills us with a love for Jesus and our 

greatest desire becomes the urge to behold the unveiled glory of Christ. As Christians, we will know 

seasons of suf fering as we follow in Christ’s footsteps, but we are never without hope because he loves 

us—he intercedes for us—and gives us the strength we need to carry out the work he has entrusted to us.
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As you pray, be sure to include today’s themes in what you bring before God.


